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19-AUG-2026
RE: Sonora, MX — Index Case of New World Screwworm (NWS)

Good evening cooperators, veterinarians, and tribal partners,

Earlier today, the federal agricultural and animal health authority in Mexico, SENASICA (Servicio
Nacional de Sanidad, Inocuidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria), announced that Sonora had detected its
index case of New World Screwworm in the municipality of Alamos. This detection is approximately 290
miles from the border with Arizona. This follows just days after a detection of NWS in Juarez, Chihuahua
approximately 18 miles from El Paso, TX.
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The Arizona Department of Agriculture (AZDA) is monitoring the situation closely and is in communication
with our partners in USDA, SENASICA, and the Sonoran state Department of Agriculture (SAGARHPA).
Veterinarians, persons owning livestock, pets or any other susceptible warm-blooded animal and our
partners in wildlife management, zoological collection curators, and our community partners with county
public health and our tribal nations are reminded to report suspect maggot infestations in animals or
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people to their primary health care providers and relevant authorities. There are many flies which can
cause maggot infestations in wounds however NWS infested lesions are typically rapidly expanding
wounds containing many maggots that often embed themselves in the tissue vertically and feed
on healthy tissue. The most common animals NWS infestation has been seen in include cattle, small
ruminants (sheep and goats) and dogs with umbilical (navel) infestations being very common in many
species. Examples of NWS lesions are provided below:

Suspect cases in domestic animals or captive wildlife should be reported to the AZDA at
diseasereporting@azda.gov

Suspect cases in wildlife should be reported to the Arizona Game and Fish Department immediately at
623-236-7201

Suspect cases in humans should be reported to local county public health professionals.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Ryan
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State Veterinarian, FADD
Animal Services Division
Arizona Department of Agriculture
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