
Resoiution No. 375-25

RESOLUTION
COLORADO RIVER TRIBAL COUNCIL

A Resolution to Proclaim Personhood Status for the Colorado River and to Direct the Attorney
General and Legal and Technical Staff to Develop Proposed Amendments to the CRIT Water
Code and Other Related Actions.

Be it resoh/ed by the Triba! Coundl of the Colorado River Indian Tribes of the Colorado River Indian Reservation, in Special meeting assembled

on_November 6. 2025 _,
WHEREAS, the Colorado River Indian Tribes (hereinafter "CRIT" or "Tribes") is a federally

recognized Indian Tribe, duly organized with a tribal governing body known as
the Tribal Council according to the provisions contained in the Indian
Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934; and

WHEREAS, Article VI, Section 1 (r) of the Constitution of the Colorado River Indian Tribes
authorizes the Tribal Council to preserve and encourage the arts, crafts, culture,
and traditions of the Colorado River Indian Tribes; and

WHEREAS, since time immemorial the Tribes occupied these lands and had a deep and
continuous connection to, and relationship with, the Colorado River and its
tributaries; and

WHEREAS, Tribal Council has consulted with tribal membership, including interviews,
outreach through social media, and discussion at events for tribal members and
acknowledges that it's in the interest of the tribal members to foster and protect
the relationship they have with the Colorado River; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of the Colorado River Indian Reservation in 1865 for the
"Indians of the Colorado River and its tributaries" acknowledged and preserved
this connection when these iands were set aside and preserved for the original
occupants, the Aha Mahkav, and later the Chemehuevi, Hop!, and Navajo; and

The foregoing resolution was on _November 6. 2025 _duly approved by a vote of 7 for,

0 against and 0 abstaining, by the Tribal Council of the Colorado River Indian Tribes, pursuant to authority

vested in it by Sections 1.F. , Article VJ of the Constitution and By laws of the Tribes, ratified by the Tribes on March

1, 1975 and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on May 29, 1975, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18,1934,

(46 Stat. 984). This resolution is effective as of the date of its adoption.
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WHEREAS, water is life and the Colorado River has always been the life-sustaining cultural,
spiritual, and economic focal point of the members of the Tribes; and

WHEREAS, we have relied upon the Colorado River for our cultural practices, to grow food
and crops and support the fish and animals we depend on, and to sustain the
trees, plants, and other resources central to our culture and traditions; and

WHEREAS, the United States government first authorized an irrigation system in 1867 and
ultimately the Colorado River Indian Irrigation Project with the first irrigation
system built by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, which has become a critical
centerpiece of CRIT's economy; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court on March 8, 1964 issued its decree in Arizona
v. California establishing our present perfected federal Indian reserved water
rights from the Colorado River mainstream In Arizona and California with March
3, 1865 as our oldest water right priority date; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court on March 27, 2006 issued its finai
consolidated decree in Arizona v. California which established the final quantity
of the Tribes' water rights as 719,248 acre feet per year, with 662,402 acre feet
of water in Arizona and 56,846 acre feet of water in California; and

WHEREAS, the Colorado River is a living being carrying and sustaining life as it flows
through the reservation and our ancestral lands; and

WHEREAS, the spiritual and cultural well-being of the Tribes and of our tribal members from
the beginning of time and through the end of time, is directly linked to the health
and well-being of the Colorado River and its resources; and

WHEREAS, application of personhood status under tribal law will ensure that the health and
wellbeing of our living River will always be a part of every decision made by this
and future Tribal Councils of GRIT; and

WHEREAS, there is no greater expression of sovereignty than protecting, stewarding, and
securing for future generations what our Ancestors handed down to us, and that
personhood status is a reflection of our values and responsibilities as a people
and our spiritual, cultural, and religious connection to the Colorado River from
the beginning of time through the end of time.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tribal Council of the Colorado River Indian
Tribes to hereby proclaim that the Colorado River is a living being whose health
and welfare is directly linked to the well-being of the Colorado River Indian
Tribes and its members; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tribal Council of the Colorado River Indian Tribes that
the Colorado River has always been and will always be a person under tribal
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law and will be entitled to the protections under tribal law befitting this status;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tribal Council of the Colorado River Indian Tribes that
the Attorney General and attorneys and staff working under the supervision of
the Attorney General are directed to develop and recommend to Council for
review and approval, as appropriate, provisions to be included in the tribal code,
including but not limited to, the Water Code and potential designations as a
traditional cultural property, cultural resource, and cultural landscape, to reflect
the personhood status of the Colorado River and obtain the protections to which
the Colorado River is entitled under tribal law and any other applicable law; and

BE IT FURTHER AND FINALLY RESOLVED that the Tribal Council Chairwoman and
Secretary, or their designated representatives, are hereby authorized and
directed to execute any and ail documents necessary to implement this
Resolution.


