SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE
SAN CARLOS APACHE INDIAN RESERVATION
SAN CARLOS, ARIZONA

RESOLUTION

No. JL-24-141

(Declaring State of Emergency and Natural Disaster Due to the Watch Fire)

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the San Carlos Apache Tribe (the “Tribe™) is a federally recognized Indian Tribe
organized pursuant to the provisions of Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization

Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984); and

the San Carlos Council (“Council”) has the authority, among other things, to
“represent the Tribe and act in all matters that concern the welfare of the Tribe, and
to make decisions not inconsistent with or contrary to [the Tribe’s] Constitution
and Bylaws, to “negotiate and make contracts,” to “advise the Secretary of the
Interior on all activities that may affect the San Carlos Reservation,” and to
“protect and preserve the wildlife and natural resources of the Tribe,” pursuant to

Article V, Sections 1(a), (b), (¢) and (f) of the Amended Constitution and By-Laws
of the San Carlos Apache Tribe; and

a fire occurred on or about July 11, 2024, known as the Watch Fire, located in the
7-Mile Wash and Peridot communities, including Again Bridge and throughout
Riverside Ball Park, White Mountain Avenue, San Carlos, China Town, Peridot
Siding and Peridot Heights, and along the San Carlos River and Old Triplet Road,
destroying multiple homes, while other surrounding communities were also
evacuated; and

the U.S. Forest Service, the San Carlos Apache Fire Department, Emergency
Medical Services, Arizona Department of Forestry and Division of Emergency
Management and Military Affairs, and San Carlos Forestry fire assets and
resources, with assistance from Graham and Gila County, responded; and

the Forest Resources Manager this day reports that over 1,100 acres were burned,
including residential building structures, and that the Tribe should request a
Burned Area Emergency Response (“"BAER”) to assess damages; and

the Tribe’s Emergency Response Commission (“TERC™) this day reports that
staffing, equipment and natural resource stabilization costs associated with the
Watch Fire have been substantial, that there were localized power outages, that
multiple families were made homeless, and requests that the Tribe declare a state
of emergency and uncontained wildfire disaster for the period of July 11-14, 2024,
for purposes of applying for state and federal disaster assistance; and



WHEREAS, the Council concurs with the Forest Resources Manager and the TERC, and finds
that the damage to acreage to be significant and that a wildfire disaster resulted
from the Watch Fire, that a BAER assessment 1s necessary, and that a state of
emergency declaration 1s justified and in the best interest of the Tribe, first
responders, and its members.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the San Carlos Apache Tribe that:

. A state of emergency and uncontained wildfire disaster i1s hereby declared due
to the Watch Fire for the period of July 11-14, 2024, and until the fire is
completely contained and turned over to the Tribe.

2. The Council requests that the National Interagency Fire Center undertake a
Burned Area Emergency Response to assess the damages created by the Watch
Fire, including, but not limited to, structural damage, loss of vegetation, soil
erosion, livestock, decrease in water quality and potential flash flooding.

3. The San Carlos Apache Gaming Enterprise and the San Carlos Apache

Healthcare Corporation are hereby directed to provide temporary housing and
shelter assistance to those affected by the fire through the Apache Gold Hotel,

Dream Manor or other facilities, as may be available.

4. The San Carlos Unified School District 1s hereby requested to open the
gymnasium for shelter assistance for individuals and families affected by the
fire who cannot otherwise get shelter at either the Apache Gold Hotel or Dream
Manor.

5. The Bylas District 1s hereby directed to provide Stanley Hall for shelter
assistance.

6. The Red Cross 1s hereby requested to provide aid to those who have lost their
homes due to the Watch Fire, and such other assistance as may be made
available, including cots, blankets, pillows, water, and meals.

7. The State of Arizona and the United States are hereby requested to provide
disaster recovery assistance proportionate to the extent of the Watch Fire.

8. The Tribe’s General Manager and the Tribe’s Emergency Response
Commission are hereby directed to:

A. Identify names and contact points for all those members affected by the
Watch Fire who have been displaced or made homeless;



B. Survey and assess damages to residential structures, vehicles, livestock,
and related economic costs, and calculate staffing, equipment and overtime
CoOsts;

C. Undertake any and all necessary measures to continue control of the Watch
Fire, monitor all injuries, damages to structures and livestock;

D. Coordinate food, shelter and housing assistance as may be available by the
Red Cross, local churches, San Carlos Unified School District, Motel 6,
Apache Gold Hotel, Dream Manor and the Tribe’s Districts;

E. Coordmate with the local churches, Red Cross, the State of Arizona, and
other government agencies on assistance that may be provided;

F. Identify and apply for assistance as may be available through the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, U.S. Department of Agriculture and
other agencies, especially for extended temporary housing and housing
reconstruction, as may be needed by those made homeless or whose homes
have been damaged;

G. Report to the Council on the damages associated thereto.

9. The Council hereby provides its deep appreciation to the first responders who
attended the Watch Fire, and to the Governor of the State of Arizona, Graham
County, Gila County, the Town of Globe, the White Mountain Apache Tribe,
the Ak-Chin Indian Community, the Tonto Apache Tribe, and others.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the San Carlos Apache Tribe that the
Charrman, or in his absence, the Vice Chairman, or designee, 1s hereby authorized
to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate the intent of this
Resolution.

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, Secretary of the San Carlos Council, hereby certify that the Council 1s
composed of eleven (11) members, of whom eight (8), constituting a quorum, were at a Special
Council Meeting hereto held on the 11" day of July, 2024, and that the foregoing Resolution
No. JL.-24-141 was duly adopted by a vote of FOR: 7: OPPOSED: 0: ABSTAINED: 0: of
the Council pursuant to Article V, Section 1 (a) of the Amended Constitution and Bylaws of the
San Carlos Apache Tribe, effective, February 24, 1954.

Duatzn Wibion
Dustin Wilson

Recording Secretary
SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE
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